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Our Mission:
To Reach Out To The Lost In Love
To Grow Up Disciples In The Context Of Life
To Serve Within Our Giftedness To Honor The Lord

Visit Our Web Site:
www.floridacrossroads.com
     Church Office Address: 
4018 29th Ave. W. Bradenton, Fl. 34205    941-920-3163
Service Times:
Adult Bible Fellowship – 9:15 a.m.

Kids Bible Fellowship K-5th – 9:15 a.m.

Jr. High Bible Fellowship – 9:15 a.m.

Worship – 10:00 a.m.

Children’s Church – Dismissed at beginning of sermon
Pastors:

Senior Minister – Michael V. Mallick

Youth Minister – Jeff Mohler
Where We Meet:
Virgil Mills Elementary School
7200 69th Ave. E.


Motto:
Doing Life…Together
Elders:
Jeff Mohler, Michael V. Mallick, Jim Brown, Glen Marzluf, Bob Messersmith, Mick Allison

I truly pray that the series we just finished, “Get Smart: Transforming Perspectives For Fruitful Christian Living” helped you in your daily walk with Christ.  If you did miss any of these messages they can be listened to on our web page.  Starting this Sunday, I will be sharing with you a series of messages about the importance of evangelism called, “Winning Souls.”  As believers and as a body of Christ we must never forget that it is our duty to share our faith.  You’ve probably heard it said before but Jesus didn’t “suggest” the great commission in Matthew 28:16-20 He “commanded” us to go into all the world.  Even Jesus said that part of His purpose in coming to earth was to “seek and save what was lost” (Luke 19:10).  But don’t forget that there are a couple of things that you must be convinced of before you can teach anyone.  You must truly be convinced that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). You must be convinced that the person you are talking to is lost (Romans 3:10-11). You also must understand how difficult it might be.  Sadly, some of our evangelistic successes in the past have caused people in the world to pull back, because many people think they know what we believe and why.  They honestly think we believe in “water salvation” or “works salvation.” They will attack quickly with the line, “You think you’re the only ones going to heaven.”  And that’s a lot to overcome.  Therefore, we must be convinced about their need of a Savior so that we can talk passionately not about why they are wrong, but about how the Bible is right.  Also, someone who is truly convinced is going to offer something else to the subject…enthusiasm. People not only need to hear the truth and hear that Jesus loves them and wants what’s best for them but they also need to see it as well.  We need to get excited about what we are sharing!  We need to remember the good news is exactly that…Good News!!  You are not going to convince people by dryly going over a few verses of Scripture.  After all, most people approach the Bible emotionally, in the first place.  Remember, we must first show them that we value it!  So, for the next four weeks…get ready and get excited because it is time to get back to the basics of Winning Souls.
In Christ, Michael
2008 Theme:

Draw Near: A Passionate Call To A Deeper Life

Jeremiah 30:21

Current Series
Winning Souls:
Winning Souls 101 – Reclaiming The Lost – 

1 Peter 2:4-12 – October 12th 
Winning Souls 201 – A Searching Church – 

Luke 15:1-32 – October 19th 
Winning Souls 301 – A Proclamation For Puzzled Times – Jude 22-23 – October 26th 
Winning Souls 401 – I Can’t Get No Satisfaction – Ecclesiastes 1-2 – November 2nd 
Nursery Duty

October 12th – Becky Dodd
Communion & Offering Meditations

October 12th – Chet Kemp
Greeters
October 12th – Deena Peterson

Vital Stats (10/5/08)
Attended – 61
Given to General Fund – $1,378.00
Given To Building Fund – $241.50
Given To Youth – $20.00

Weekly Needs - $1,455.00
Core Leaders Meeting

November 3rd – Meeting at Pastor Michael’s House.

Garage Sale A Success!

As you know, or may not know, on October 4th there was a garage sale held at Bill & Liz Grantham’s house.  All proceeds of this garage sale were donated to the Building fund.  The money brought in from this garage sale was $150.50!  Thanks to Bill and Liz for allowing us to have the garage sale at their home.  Thanks also to everyone who donated items for the sale and who helped on Saturday.  All of these efforts are truly making a difference in our Building/Land Fund.  Way to Go!!

Building Fund Total
$47,000.00

Church Bowling
Date: October 26th
Place: AMF Bowling Lanes on Cortez
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Costs: T.B.A.
Sign up this Sunday

Ladies Night Out

Next Ladies Night Out - Thursday October 16th at 6:30 p.m.  Meeting at Riverside Café in Palmetto
T.W.O.G. 
(The Warriors Of God)  
Young Adults Bible Study
Meeting Sunday October 19th @ 7:00 p.m. at the Peterson’s home.  
The Plunge  by Jeff Mohler
Are You willing to take the Plunge?

Pray Learn Unite Nurture Give Evangelize
The last several days I’ve been counseling someone who has had a hard time.  He is at the bottom of the pit.  I remind him of Romans 8:28 “And we know in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”  So, remember Michael, even though the Rays stomped your White Sox, God will work good through your sorrow.

Tonight, Wednesday, October 8th 7:00 p.m.  The Plunge meets at the Mohler’s.  Sock night…bring 3 pair of clean socks.
Sunday, November 9th - QZAR Lazar Tag - $15.00 includes 2 pieces of pizza, soda, and 2 games of Lazar tag.
Remember:  Chet & Jennifer are offering a Sunday School class for the PLUNGE on Sunday a.m. @ 9:15.  Let’s come out and support them.

The Plunge Is For 6th – 12th Grade…Come And Take The Plunge.
Principles For Growing Christians

Step Two: Faith

The Bible says, “…Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son” (1 John 5:10).  It also says, “See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God” (Hebrews 3:12).  Martin Luther said, “What greater insult…can there be to God, than not to believe His promises.”  People have said, “I just find it hard to have faith in God,” not realizing the implications of their words.  These are the same people who often believe the weather forecast, believe the newspapers, and trust their lives to a pilot they have never seen whenever they fly in a plane.  We exercise faith every day.  We trust our car’s brakes.  We trust our history books, our medical books, and we trust elevators.  Yet elevators can let us down.  History books can be wrong.  Planes can crash.  How much more then should we trust the sure and true promises of Almighty God.  He will never let us down…if we trust Him.  I have often heard cynics say, “The Bible is full of mistakes.”  It is.  The first mistake was when man rejected God, and the Scriptures show men and women making the same tragic mistake again and again.  In a world where we are continually let down, we can totally rely on, trust in, and count on His promises.  They are sure, certain, indisputable, true, trustworthy, reliable, faithful, unfailing, dependable, steadfast, and an anchor for the soul.  In other words, you can truly believe them, and because of that, you can throw yourself blindfolded and without reserve, into His mighty hands.  He will never, ever, let you down.  Do you believe that?

A Letter From Our Poland Missionaries

(This letter came to me in September and I forgot to put it in the newsletter.  Sorry!  But it is from Jay and Colette who we support in Krakow, Poland).

September 18, 2008

Happy Anniversary to us!!  Yes, 10 years ago TODAY, Colette and Jay landed in Ciechanow, Poland to begin the great adventure of teaching English as an outreach to middle class Polish people. Over 600 students later, Graceland is still going strong…now in Krakow, Poland.  Jay and Colette have been thankful for the time of rest and refreshing given to them in honor of their 10 years of service this summer. Both have experienced increased health and rejuvenation! Meanwhile back on the home front, the Graceland team in Poland is ramping up for another great semester of ministry. The whole team has written about the fact that the first day of class registrations was the best we’ve seen since our very first semester. The students are eager to return and get back into the swing of Graceland life! Some new kids have signed up thanks to the outreach efforts of the Halifax Christian Church summer Kids’ Power Up program in July. So even with Coletteand Jay in North America, the rhythm of ministry moves right along in Krakow!  Thank you all for being such dear and faithful supporters throughout these 10 years. Colette and Jay have absolute confidence that God is asking them to press on and continue taking the ministry to new levels of outreach and are planning lots of fun events and have North American teams lined up for fall 2008 and spring/summer 2009. If you have been putting off your visit to Graceland, contact Jay or Colette today and be a part of the 10th Anniversary celebrations throughout the year!  The whole Graceland team covets your prayers as they adapt to a new semester with new and returning students. And of course, your continued financial support is critical. As the cost of living continues to soar and the Canadian and American dollar are devalued in the European market (by as much as 50% in the past 14 months), the time is now for more people to join the Graceland financial support team and for faithful supporters to consider increasing support for the next leg of this great Polish adventure. Graceland can’t and won’t survive without faithful generous donors like you. Please send a special 10 year anniversary gift today.  Thank you all, and keep watching for updates about the team in Poland, the kick-off of fall classes and the speaking schedule of Jay and Colette in North America.  May God bless each of us (and you) as we play our role in His plan for Krakow!
Colette, Jay and the Graceland Team in Poland.
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